National
Canine
Research
Council

Preserving the Human-Canine Bond

NCRC Preliminary Report on Dog Bite-Related Fatalities in 2011

Overview

Dog bite-related fatalities have always been exceedingly rare, yet they can attract the kind of publicity
that creates an impression they are more prevalent than they actually are. NCRC is currently
investigating 31 incidents in a dog population of over 78 million that occurred during 2011 that may
qualify as dog bite-related fatalities. A final tally is subject to change as a result of NCRC investigations.*
A number of cases have very little information available as they remain the subject of ongoing
investigations. While 10 fatalities have already resulted in criminal indictments, several others are still
under investigation by authorities. This report is preliminary to the final report which will be available in
the first week of 2013. NCRC’s final report for 2010 is now available here.

NCRC continues to assemble the most accurate and comprehensive information available. Based on
NCRC's 20 years of experience investigating dog bite-related fatalities, the initial media reports will be
supplemented or corrected with relevant, material information in over 90% of these incidents.

Setting the record straight

Official reports often do not agree with news accounts and/or contain important information that was
either unavailable, or not of interest, to reporters at the time of the incident.

News reports published in the moment usually refer to the dogs involved as “family” dogs, implying that
these were dogs whose owners interacted with them on a regular basis in positive and humane ways.
Later investigation shows that most of the dogs involved in these incidents were “resident” dogs -
victims of isolation, and often abuse or neglect. NCRC's preliminary findings for 2011 are consistent with
findings concerning the dog bite-related fatalities of years past. In 2010, the news media initially
described the dogs in 29 of 33 (88%) dog bite-related fatalities as “family” pets, but investigations
disclose that only 7 (21%) were family pets.**

The news media regularly describe dogs as members of specific breeds. Yet, NCRC’s investigations over
the years show that a majority of the breed descriptors assigned by the news media cannot be
documented or otherwise considered reasonable (through pedigree, DNA or otherwise). For example,
NCRC investigations of the dog bite-related fatalities in 2010 showed that in only eleven of the cases
could the breed descriptors assigned to the dogs be documented, or otherwise considered reasonable.
Eight different kinds of dogs were identified in those eleven incidents. The breed composition of all the
other dogs was indeterminate, whatever the news media reported about them. In fact, in three cases in
2010, news stories identified dogs and attributed breeds to those dogs that detectives later determined
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http://nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/2010%20DBRF%20Report%20FINAL_1.pdf

were NOT the dogs involved in the incident. The dog(s) responsible were never identified or captured.
News outlets, having moved on to other, pressing issues, never corrected this.

Conclusion

There is no scientific evidence that one kind of dog is more likely to injure a human being than another
kind of dog. There is no evidence that, absent circumstances specifically associated with mating or
maternal protectiveness, a dog being intact should be understood as a cause of aggressive behavior
toward human beings. And for every “resident” dog that injured a human being, multitudes sadly
similarly kept injured no one.

Yet, as NCRC’s mission is to preserve the human-canine bond, these rare tragedies serve as a reminder
that all dog owners have an unequivocal responsibility for the humane care (including proper diet,
veterinary care, socialization and training), custody (including licensing and micro-chipping), and control
of their dogs.

HH#

* A dog bite-related fatality is one where a human being has died as a result of trauma, exsanguinations
or avulsions attributable to dog bites.

** See “Resident Dog vs. Family Dog: What is the Difference?” at
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded files/tinymce/Family v Resident[1].pdf
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